Stimulatory effect of serum albumin on the proliferation of serum-free SV40-transformed Balb/c 3T3 cells.
Commercial serum albumins have been found to be able to stimulate the proliferation of Balb/c 3T3 cells transformed by SV40, but not that of the normal counterpart. The effect is most pronounced with crystalline samples of albumin depleted of both globulin and fatty acid components, and depends on conditions used for the attachment and on seeding density. Physical and chemical treatments aimed to remove tightly bound impurities do not abolish the activity of fatty acid free serum albumin, thus supporting the idea that albumin per se is mitogenic towards these cells.